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25 CFR Ch. I (4–1–05 Edition) § 140.1 

140.15 License applicable for trading only by 
original licensee. 

140.16 Trade in annuities or gratuities pro-
hibited. 

140.17 Tobacco sales to minors. 
140.18 Intoxicating liquors. 
140.19 Drugs. 
140.21 Gambling. 
140.22 Inspection of traders’ prices. 
140.23 Credit at trader’s risk. 
140.24 Cash payments only to Indians. 
140.25 Trade in antiquities prohibited. 
140.26 Infectious plants. 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 5, 19 Stat. 200, sec. 1, 31 
Stat. 1066 as amended; 25 U.S.C. 261, 262; 94 
Stat. 544, 18 U.S.C. 437; 25 U.S.C. 2 and 9, and 
5 U.S.C. 301, unless otherwise noted. 

CROSS REFERENCES: For law and order reg-
ulations on Indian Reservations, see part 11 
of this chapter. For regulations pertaining to 
business practices on Navajo, Hopi and Zuni 
reservations, see part 141 of this chapter. For 
additional regulation of certain employees 
trading with Indians, see 43 CFR part 20.735– 
28 and 29. 

SOURCE: 22 FR 10670, Dec. 24, 1957, unless 
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 47 FR 13327, 
Mar. 30, 1982. 

§ 140.1 Sole power to appoint. 
The Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

shall have the sole power and authority 
to appoint traders to the Indian tribes. 
Any person desiring to trade with the 
Indians on any reservation may, upon 
establishing the fact, to the satisfac-
tion of the Commissioner of Indian Af-
fairs, that he is a proper person to en-
gage in such trade, be permitted to do 
so under such rules and regulations as 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
may prescribe. 

§ 140.2 Presidential prohibition. 
The President is authorized, when-

ever in his opinion the public interest 
may require, to prohibit the introduc-
tion of goods, or of any particular arti-
cles, into the country belonging to any 
Indian tribe, and to direct that all li-
censes to trade with such tribe be re-
voked, and all applications therefor re-
jected. No trader shall, so long as such 
prohibition exists, trade with any Indi-
ans of or for said tribe. 

(R.S. 2132; 25 U.S.C. 263) 

§ 140.3 Forfeiture of goods. 
Any person other than an Indian of 

the full blood who shall attempt to re-

side in the Indian country, or on any 
Indian reservation, as a trader, or to 
introduce goods, or to trade therein, 
without a license, shall forfeit all mer-
chandise offered for sale to the Indians 
or found in his possession, and shall 
moreover be liable to a penalty of $500: 
Provided, That this section shall not 
apply to any person residing among or 
trading with the Choctaws, Cherokee, 
Chickasaws, Creeks, or Seminoles, 
commonly called the Five Civilized 
Tribes: And provided further, That no 
white person shall be employed as a 
clerk by any Indian trader, except as 
such trade with said Five Civilized 
Tribes, unless first authorized so to do 
by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

(R.S. 2133, as amended; 25 U.S.C. 264) 

§ 140.5 Bureau of Indian Affairs em-
ployees not to contract or trade 
with Indians except in certain 
cases. 

(a) Definitions of terms as used in 
this part: 

(1) Indian means any member of an 
Indian tribe recognized as eligible for 
the services provided by the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs who is residing on a Fed-
eral Indian Reservation, on land held 
in trust by the United States for Indi-
ans, or on land subject to a restriction 
against alienation imposed by the 
United States. The term shall also in-
clude any such tribe and any Indian 
owned or controlled organization lo-
cated on such a reservation or land. 

(2) Bureau or the ‘‘Bureau of Indian 
Affairs’’ means the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs and the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Indian Affairs, both in 
the Department of the Interior. 

(3) Employee means an officer, em-
ployee, or agent of the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs. 

(4) Secretary means the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

(5) Contract means any agreement 
made or under negotiation with any In-
dian for the purchase, transportation 
or delivery of goods or supplies. 

(6) Trading means buying, selling, 
bartering, renting, leasing, permitting 
and any other transaction involving 
the acquisition of property or services. 

(7) Commercial trading means any 
trading transaction where an employee 
engages in the business of buying or 
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